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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Junior High School grades continues to be a 
controversial area of education. Music in many places continues 
to be taught like elementary school music only, instead of by 
a type of program-building which would have the individual 
differences of the student in mind. 
I. THE PROBLEl4 
l. General St~tement of the Problem 
A survey ofJunior High School music made in the public 
schools of MassachUsetts offered a broad look into many parts 
of the Junior High School grades. Surveyed in connection were 
such items as: types of school systems (6-~-3, 6-2-~, 6-6, g-4, 
and others) , m.unber of periods per week, length of such periods, 
general music, electives and instrumental music. 
General and elective music. Subjects discussed were: 
general music classes for grades seven, eight and nine, 
electives such as music appreciation, choral music, glee club, 
orchestra, and band. Also discussed were: which class, or 
classes participated, how often they met, and were such 
classes required or elective. 
Instrumental music. The information sought. in relation 
to this subject was with regard to where lessons were taught, 
- l -
by whom, ·when taught, whether there was a testing program for 
the selection of instrumental students and how these lessons 
were taught,- indi vi.dual only, g:bo up only, or both ~ndi vidual 
and group. 
Purchase of instruments • .Also sought was information as 
to who b9ught the instruments, the pupils or the school, the 
amount of school-owned instruments and the value of the latter • 
.Activities of the general music class. Researches were 
carried on to find out when, where, and by whom general music 
classes were taught, whether they were taught in one diVision, 
more than one division, or the entire class, together with the 
activities, such as singing, playing, listening, dancing and 
creating and the aids that were used in these classes. 
2. Importance of the Study 
Since the compilation made by the writer was based on a 
plan of survey made by the State Department of Education,in 
Massachusetts,to s~cure statistical music information concern-
ing·Junior High Schools, it was hoped that any additional 
information secured might be of use to the State Supervisor of 
Music. 
It was also hoped that the study might be used in com-
paring mu~ic programs in the Junior High Schools of Massachu-
setts with those recommended by noted music educators: as to 
minimum time allotments for classes, required and elective 
courses; instrumental music, as to when, where, and by whom 
2 
taught, how the lessons were financed, and the practices of 
the general music class. 
3 
Further, it was hoped that the compilations· in this 
survey would be of assistance to music teachers in Junior High 
SChools. Through its use, they might be able to compare their 
programs with others prevalent in the state. 
2. Delimitations 
As compiled, this Slirvey of Junior High School Music 
inc~udes not only the accepted arrangements for the Junior 
High School(6-3-3 or 6-2-4-), but also for all of the seventh, 
eighth and ninth grades in the public schools of Massachusetts, 
regardless of whether or not the latter might be a Junior High 
School, looked upon as part of the elementary school (3-4-), or 
as part of the senior high schoo1(6-6) plan. 
3~ Specific Statement of the Problem 
An evaluation was made of the music programs, vocal and 
instrumental, in grades seven, eight and nine, in the public 
schools of Massachusetts. Scheduling, time allotment, where, 
and by whom, classes and instrumental lessons were taught, 
general music activities and electives, also were compared 
With different programs advocated by noted music educators. 
II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 
General music. While singing will perhaps always re-
main the core of the music education program, the general 
·4 
music class needs to emphasize other activities besides sing-
ing. 
Electives. Classes where the student may choose whether 
or not to participate in mixed chorus, mixed glee clubs, or 
boys, or girls glee clubs, in .instrumental instruction, orch-
estra, band, theory and music appreciation courses. 
III. SOURCES OF DATA 
All data were taken for this study from the Survey 
of Junior High Schools (seventh, eighth and ninth grades)that 
was sent out by the Department of Education, Commonwealth of · 
Massachusetts, in June, 1955, to all public schools of the 
state. Permission to use such data was given the writer by 
the head of the Department of Education. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
The Junior High School is the newest and the least 
unders~ood unit of the school system. This situation has been 
reflected in the prob~ems of the music department.1 
The Junior High School includes grades seven, eight 
and nine, organized as a sChool unit separate from the first 
six grades and from the last three (Senior High School) 
grades. The plan of organization Which includes the Junior 
High School is often called the 6-3-3 plan, as differing from 
the 3-4- plan in which grades seven and eight are a part of 
the elementary s.choolo Many educators are including the 6-2-4-
plan as a plan of Junior High School organization because 
grades seven and eight are usually departmentalized and housed 
in a· separate building. 
In a school composed of seventh and eighth grade 
pupils, it became possible to conduct the work on a different 
basis from that which had been customary when each of these 
grades was a small unit~+n a ward school.2 
1 John Beattie Osbourne McConathy, and Russel V. 
Morgan Music in Junior High School (Boston: Silver-Burdett 
Company, 1933):-p.iii. 
2 Ibid. , p. 7. 
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ing: 
The Junior High School is distinguished by the follow-
l. A separate building to house the seventh~ 
eighth and ninth grades, or at least 
the seventh and eighth grades. 
2. A separate staff of teachers. 
3. The recognition of individual differences 
in capacities, tastes and purposes in 
the organizaticn and conducting of 
class work. 
4-. A program of studies differing from the 
course of study to be found in the like 
numbered grades of the traditional 
school. 
5. A partial or complete departmental organi-
zation of subject matter and teaching. 
6. The organization of limited number of 
eurriculao 
1· Certain elective studies. 
£1. Promotion by subject .3 
Generally speaking, there is great interest in ele-
6 
mentary school music in High School performing groups. But, 
unfortuna~ely, it is' sometimes true that there is shown a 
di~interest, on the part of teen-agers, in the Junior High 
School music.4 
Administrators in the Junior High School have been 
much concerned to find that music, which through grade school 
li:f'e has proved to be a_ joyous and happy experience f'or the 
children, in Junior High School has come to be a course 
sometimes onerous and difficult, and oftentimes tedious.5 
At the Junior High School level, general adminis~ 
trators are quite agreed that the importance of' the graphic 
and fine arts is such as to merit a place in the regular 
curriculum. For many years it has been, more or less, a 
. 
universal practice to have general music class attendance 
required for ·students in grades seven and eight, but elective 
in grade nine. Due to a lack of planning or of vision, re-
quired courses such as these have been conducted usually 
as an extension of the music period as found in the ele-
mentary rather than to a broadening measure intended to in-
, . 
elude all phases of music with the emphasis placed on the 
Harriet Nordholm and Ruth V. Bakewell, Keys to 
Teaching JUn.ior High School Music (Minneapolis,Minn: Paul A. 
Schmitt Music Company, 1953), p.ix. 
5Russe1 N.Squire, Introduction to Music Education 
(New York: The Ronald Press Company,1952), p.7o. 
7 
needs and special interests of the students who comprise the 
specif'ic class being taught.6 
I. INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
In 1909, under Albert G. Mitchell, Boston introduced 
free class instrumental instruction, thus placing Massachusetts 
in the foref'ront in the nation in this respect. 
Of the many plans of organization for instruction in 
instrumental music,- three are so widely used as to warrant 
their being considered as typical of practices over the 
country as a whole. 
1. The first; and by f'ar the oldest known type consists 
in hiring a teacher without paying any particular 
regard to his ability to play the various instru-
ments or to teach their use. Seldom, if ever, 
2. 
does the school. 1-vorking under this plan help the 
children to play instruments. 
The second represents a distinct advance over the 
first. The instructor is hired on the basis o-r his 
abil~ty to play and teach most or all of the instru-
ments. Class instruction is proVided either free or 
at a very low fee. These classes usually meet 
during school hours, b-ut may meet after school or 
6 •. . . 
Russel V.Morgan and Hazel Nohavec Morgan, Music Edu-
cation in Action (Chicago,Ill.: Neil Kjos Company, l95~i:-­
P· 105 
9 
or on Saturdays .. After a period of time, those who 
make the most progress are transferred to the 
orchestra or the band. As for the first type, tech~ 
nical attainment is still stressed as a prerequis-
ite for entering the orchestra or band. No place 
is proVided for those students Who are not as 
advanced as those in the instructional class. 
3. The emphasis placed by psychologists on the neces-
sity, for effective learning, of placing function 
ahead of technic has been the important factor in 
developing the third approach to instrumental 
study. Under this plan, ba~d, orchestra, and the 
class instructional groups are conceived as parts 
of a single unit;· students, whether beginning or 
advanced, all play in the same organization, and 
special parts are written for them so that each 
child may progress at the level of his own devel-
opment. It is maintained that balance is more 
quickly obtained under this plan, especially in 
smaller schools; that it is adapted to the indi-
vidual needs of the members; permits adjustments 
not on~y at the beginning of a term but at any 
:time during the term; and that it constantly 
demonstrates the need of technical power in order 
to proceed to more advanced material, or to a more 
ll,dvanced part in the same material. Throughout, 
the ~unction o~ ensemble playing motivates the 
' 
technical studies in class instruction.7 
II. SCHEDULING INSTRUMENTAL CLASSES 
10 
The instrumental classes shouldmeet during school 
hours for one or more periods per week. They should be closely 
integrated with the orchestra~g 
III. PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT BY THE SCHOOL 
Occasionally we find parents sufficiently interested 
in their children's progress to purchase an oboe, a bassoon, 
or a tuba. But, ~or the most part, it is extremely di~~icult 
to maintain a ~ull quota o~ the more unusual instruments with-
out some·support from the school~ 
The Research Council of the Music Educators• National 
Conference recommend that: Band and orchestra instruments 
which are necessary for every band and orchestra should be 
provided by the school.9 
The following is the program recommended by the Music 
Educators' National Conference: 
1. General muaic·- open to all students. 
2. Vocal music - Boys 1 and Girls 1 glee clubs, 
chorus or choir, small vocal ensemble, 
· 7 Theodore F ~ Normann, Instrumental Music in the Public 
Schools (Philadelphia,Pa,: Oliver ~itson Company,l9~, pp.l7, 
59-61. . . - -
gibid. ,p. 63. 
9Ib1d. ,p .lo4-. 
11 
assembly singing for all students. 
3. Instrumental music: orchestra, band, small 
instrumental ensembles, class instrumental 
instruction for beginners and more advanced, 
applied music study for credit - available 
in grade nine. 
4. Speci~ electives in music: In some Juniar 
High Schools there is a need for special 
elective classes in Music Appreciation and 
Music Theory, especially in grade nine.lO 
The majority of music .educators recommend the above 
with few variances4 ~- · 
Beattie, McConaghy and Morgan-recommend: 
Grade 7 - Required - General music, minimum of 
90 minutes. 
Grade 8 - Required - General music, minimum of 
90 minutes. 
Grade 9 - ReqUired - General music, minimum of 
45 minutes. 
Grades 7 and 8 -
Electives - Glee clubs, chorus, band, 
instrumental lessons. 
10 . . Hazel N.Morgan, ed.,Music in American Education. 
Music Educators' National Conference-(1955) ,pol029 Washing-
ton, D.C. 
12 
Grade 9 - Electives = same as above, adding ele-
mentary music theory.ll 
Andrews and Leeder recommend - a minimum of two periods 
of music per week.12 
Gehrkens recommends: 
Grade 7 - General music - at least two 45 minutes 
periods per week. 
Electives- Glee club (boys, girls), 
piano class, instrumental instruction. 
Grade g - General music. 
Electives ~ same as the 7th grade, add 
theory. 
Grade 9 - Required - probably none. 
Electives - s~me as the Sth grade.13 
Lilla Belle Pitts recommendst 
11 
I. General Music 
7th grade.- two periods of 50 minutes. 
3th grade - two periods per week. 
9th grade - for students taking College 
Preparatory one period, for 
Beat~ie, McConathy, and Morgan, 212.·.£1!·, Chap .X. 
12 . . . . . 
. Frances M.Andrews and Joseph A.Leeder, Guiding 
Junior High School Pupils in Musical .Experiences( New York: 
P:rentice~Hall Company ,1953),p .102. ' . · 
. 13 . Karl W. Gehrkens6Music in Junior High Sehool(Boston: C.C.Birehard Company, l93 ) ,p.31. 
II. Extra 
students of Normal and Prac-
tical Arts - two periods. 
1. Mixed Glee Club - on~ period. 
2. Boys 1 Glee Club - one period. 
3. Girls 1 Glee Club - one period. 
III. Instrumental 
1. Orchestra 
2. Band 
3o Class instruction 
IV. Elementary Theory - for elective c~asses -
four periods.14 
Morgan and Morgan suggest: 
Time Allotment - minimum of 90 minutes per week 
in not fewer than two periods. 
Class size - should not exceed the size of 
scheduled courses in other fields. 
The average enrollment shoUld be approxi-
mately 4o or 50. 
Materials and Equipment - Access to an adequate 
library of music and music reference books 
is quite imperative.l5 
· 
1 4ililla Belle Pitts, Music Intefration in the Junior 
High School (Bostont C.C.Birchard,l935 ,p.lO -- ---
l5 . ' . 
Morgan and Morgan, o:2.. ei t. , p .lOB. 
13 
GenerallY, music is recommended as follows: 
Grades 7 and ~ ~ General Music ~ Required, 
a minimum of 90 minutes in at least 
two periods. 
Grade 9 - General Music elective 
Electives for all grades: Glee Club (Boys' ,Girls, 1 
mixed) , instrumental instruction, orch-
estra, band, and elementary theory in the 
ninth grade. 
CHAPTER III 
PRESENTATION OF THE DATA 
This chapter has been concerned with presenting the 
data that was found through the use of the survey forms sent 
out io the public schools of Massachusetts by the State Depart-
ment of Education. 
When looking at the tables, note the use of Roman 
numerals I, II, III, and IV. These were used to separate 
cities· and towns according to their size. 
Group I - Cities 
Group II - Towns of 5,000 population and over 
Group III - Towns of less than 5,000 and maintaining 
a public high school~ 
Group IV- Towns of less than 5,000 population not 
maintaining a public high school. 
The information given on Table I is concerned with 
the different types of school systems used in Massachusetts. 
Such plans as 6-3-3, 6-2-4, ~-4, 6-6, and others were sur-
veyed only to find that most schools utilized the 6-3-3 
system. It, in reality,_was the original organization that 
included the Junior High School. Cities were mainly 6-3-3, 
the larger towns were 6-2-4, and the smaller towns ~-4. 
- 15 -
School 
Organizations 
6-3-3 
6-2-4-
8-4 
6-6 
Other 
Total 
TABLE I 
TYPES OF SYSTEMS 
Groups: 
I II III 
79 25 6 
16 33 18 
37 11 22 
1 12 17 
2 6 2 
- - --
135 87 65 
Totals 
IV 
.. 
10 120 
3 70 
1'+ 3'+ 
l 31 
1 11 
-- --
29 316 
Tables II and III were concerned with the number 
of periods per week and the length of the period. 
Table II - the average number of periods per week 
in the schools of this state was from 30 to 35, more often 
35, a seven-period dayo 
17 
TABLE II 
NUMBER OF PERIODS PER WEEK 
Number of Per 
Periods Grou_P Cent 
Per Wee-k I II III IV Totals 
15 0 0 2 0 2 .®~ 
25 0 4 3 1 El .. 026 
3G 56 34 19 10 119 .y~4 
32 1 1 @ 0 2 .0_06 
33 l 1 0 0 2 .. ®®6 
35 63 37 34 14 14-g .4~0 
4o 5 4 6 2 17 ®56 .. ,. ~. :~ .. 
45 0 l ·0 0 l .003 
49 0 1 l @ 2 .®.®~ 
. 
50 0 1 0 0 lm .®®3 
-
-
- - --
Totals 126 s4 65 27 302 
Table III indicates that the average length o;f periods 
was 4o or 45 minutes, depending upon the number of periods 
per week. 
It would seem , according to Table II, page 17, and 
the following table, No.III, that schools in this state 
primarily tend to have 35 periods of music per week of 4o 
minutes in length, and 30 periods of 45 minutes' duration. 
Length 
of' Group 
Period 
..L .L.I,. 
30 Minutes 2 4 
35 " 11 4 
4o II 69 33 
42 It 1 4 
4-5 It 33 23 
47 If 1 0 
50 tJ 14 13 
55 II 0 3 
33 . II 0 0 
-Totals 131 94 
TABLE III 
LENGTH OF PERIODS 
-..L.L.L .LV 
0 0 
5 0 
29 16 
0 0 
21 11 
~ 
0 0 
6 2 
2 0 
2 0 
-65 29 
Per 
Totals Cent 
6 .. 019 
20 .o64 
147 .475 
5 .016 
gg 
.284 
1 .003 
35 .113 
5 .016 
2 .oo6 
309 
The three tables to come, Tables IV, V, and VI, deal 
with general music in grades 7, 3, and 9 as to the number of 
periods and whether general music is required or elective. 
It was found.that the tendency in Grade 7 was to have 
18 
one or two periods per week, more often two periods. Again, 
a closer look at Table IV showed that in the cities the 
majority of schools had two periods of general music while 
the towns generally had but one period per week. 
19 
Music was required in Grade 7 in all but two schools of 
the 230 ~n~ich answered that question. 
Number of 
Periods 
per week 
l period 
2 periods 
3 tl 
4-
" 
5 11 
2.5 II 
0.5 If 
1.5 II 
6 It 
g 
" 
Totals 
Required 
Elective 
Group 
I II 
22 39 
36 35 
7 3 
0 l 
0 2 
4 0 
0 l 
0 0 
0 1. 
0 1. 
TABLE IV 
GENERAL MUSIC - GRADE 7 
Total 
, III IV 
31 11 103 
15 18 154-
0 2 12 
0 0 l 
0 0 2 
0 0 if 
0 0 1 
l 0 l 
0 0 l 
0 0 l 
- - - -119 83 4-7 31 280 
119 83 4-6 30 273 
0 0 1 l 2 
Per 
Cent 
.. 367 
-550 
.042 
.003 
.005 
.014-
.003 
.003 
.003 
.003 
-993. 
.005 
It will be seen by Table V that the cities had two periods 
of general music per week, while the t~wns leaned toward one 
period. 
Music in the 8th Grade was generallY required throughout 
the state, according to statistical compilations made in this 
study. 
NumBer" ·0:r'· · • 
periods 
per week 
l 
2 
3 
' 
2.5 
0.5 
1.5 
6 
8 
TABLE V 
GENERAL l~SIC - 8TH GRADE 
Group 
I II .:·:· . ~~*~~:; :"'.-!V Total 
· .. · ..... ·. 
~~ ~--·---
16 lj.4 32 1@··· 1®£ 
82 16 19 17 1.34 
5 2 ® 2 ~ 
4 1 0 0 J 
0 1 () ®~·JI··- 1 
() 0 1 ® l 
(J 1 ~--·· 0 e l 
0 1 @ ® 1 
1®7 ~~tr··:·- ~· ~~ 25'1+ ¥ . 
10-7 7'3. --43 ~2-8"' 29®" 
6 3 3 1 13 
Per 
Cer:rt 
.4En 
-527 
.®33 
.®19 
.0®3 
.Gt:l3 
~®®3 
.()G3 
General Music is also the topic of Table IX. By this 
table it can be seen that the majority of schools had only one 
period of music per week in the ninth grade. That period was 
mostly elective. 
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TABLE VI 
GENERAL MUSIC - GRADE 9 
Number o:f Grou.p Per periods 
I II III IV Total Cent per week 
l 30 10 3 4 47 .067 
2 ll 4 0 2 17 .. 242 
3 l 0 0 0 l .ol4 
2.5 5 0 o· 0 5 .071 
Required 20 4 l 4 29 .ltD 
Elective· 28 ll 2 2 43 .60 
When Table VII was compiled it was found that only 
eight schools in Massachusetts offer a course in Music 
Appreciation. It was elective, was usually open to the 
ninth grade only, and was given onee a week4 
Grades 
7 
8 
9 
7 & 8 
8 & 9 
7, 8 & 9 
Totals 
Required 
Elective 
Number of 
TABLE VII 
MUSIC-APPRECIATION 
Group 
I II III IV 
0 1 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
3 2 0 1 
1 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 6 0 
- - - -l!- 3 0 1 
1 1 0 0 
3 2 0 1 
-
Per 
Total Cent 
1 .125 
0 .oo 
6 
-750 
1 .125 
0 .oo 
0 .oo 
8 
2 .25 
6 
·75 
periods 
(Qer week 
I 
·1 3 3 0 1 7 
2 0 0 0 0 0 
Table VIII shows that only a ~ew schools offered a 
course in Choral Music, mostly for the ninth grade, generally 
having one period a week. In those schools which o~~ered a 
Choral Music course, it was a required subject. 
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.Grades Group 
I 
7 2 
TABLE VIII 
CHORAL MUSIC 
II III 
4 3 
23 
Total Per 
IV Cent 
0 9 .173 
g l 3 3 0 7 .134 
9 13 4 3 0 25 .480 
7 & 3 0 2 2 0 4 .074 
7, g & 9 4 l 0 2 7 .134 
Totals 0 11+ JI ~ "52" 
Required 15 4 g 0 27 .52 
Elective 10 10 3 2 25 .48 
Number of 
periods 
per week: 
l 19 10 g (2 39 .329 
2 3 l 3 0 7 .148 
4 0 l 0 .0 l .021 
It will be seen by Table .IX that of the 316 schools 
surveyed) only lll, or approximately one-third of all the 
schools, had glee. clubs. Glee club work was elective, met 
once a week, and gen.erally was open to all grades. 
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TABLE IX 
GLEE CLUBS 
Grades Group Total Per I II ·III IV Cent 
7 4 0 0 0 4 .036 
8 8 1 0 0 9 .081 
9 14- 3 3 1 21 .189 
7 & 8 7 13 7 5 32 .288 
8 & 9 0 1 0 0 1 .009 
7, 8 & 9 24 14- 1 5 4-4 -396 
- - - -- -
Totals 57 32 11 11 111 
Required~ 0 0 0 0 0 
Elective 57 32 11 11 111 
Number of 
periods 
:Qer Week: 
1 36 19 8 9 72 ·77!l-
2 8 7 2 2 19 .204 
3 1 1 0 0 2 .021 
The topic for discussion on Table X is orchestraQ It 
was found that orchestra was open to all grades in the 
schools that offered the subject, was elective as a rule, and 
met for one period per week. 
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TABLE X. 
ORCHESTRA 
Grades Gro.14>_ Per 
I II III IV Total Oent 
7 0 3 0 0 3 .03 
3 0 0 0 0 0 .oo 
9 1 0 0 0 1 .01 
7 & 3 12 15 3 0 35 -35 
7,8 & 9 33 17 2· 4- 61 .61 
Totals 51 --n 10 --rj: 100 
Required 0 0 0 0 0 
Elective 49 35 10 4- 93_ 
Number of 
periods 
per week 
1 32 ?3 8 4- 67 .762 
2 9 7 2 0 13 .202 
3 2 l 0 0 3 .033 
4- 0 l 0 0 1 .011 
Table XI is concerned with band. As in the case of 
orchestra, it was found to be open to all grades, was 
elective, and met for one period a week. 
TABLE XI 
BAND 
--Group Grades Per I II III IV Total Cent 
7 0 l 0 0 l-.. .009 
7 & 8 12 36 13 2 53 .4-6 
7, 8 & 9 32 20 6 3 61 ·53 
Required 0 0 0 0 0 .oo 
. 
Elective 45 47 19 5 -116 
Number of 
periods 
per week 
1 30 26 13 1 70 .66 
2 5 15 5 2 27 .254 
3 l+ 2 1 0 7 .o66 
l+ 0 l 0 0 1 .009 
5 l 0 0 0 l .009 
Table XII discusses when, where, and by whom instru-
mental music was taught. It was found that 6o per cent of 
instrumental music was taught during school hours with 30 
26 
per cent taught after school.Instruction was given in the 
class room,music room or auditorium by instrumental instruc-
tors. 
TABLE. XII 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC - WHEN TAUGHT 1 WHERE TAUGHT 
. AND BY WHOM TAUGHT 
¥~~ht Group I II III IV Total 
In school 
hours 97 73 39 17 226 
Af'ter 
school 35 4-7 12 7 lOl 
Saturday 13 15 
.. 
3 36 0 
Evening 2 7 ~ 2 0 ll 
Where 
taught 
Auditorium 51 30 19 10 110 
Gym 5 5 5 l 16 
Music room 39 44- 9 6 93 
Lunch room 9 6 
.. 
2 2 19 
-
Class room 29 20 7 0 56 
Practice roan 0 3 0 0 3 
Other 21 8 10 l+ 4-3 
By whom 
taught 
Supervisor 27 23 22 10 37 
Instrumental 
teacher 71+ 51 15 6 14-6 
Private 32 33 13 l+ 32 
Other 0 2 0 0 2 
27 
Per 
Cent 
.6o4-
.296 
.. 096 
.029 
-31~ 
.ol+6 
.234-
.055 
·-
.162 
.oos 
.123 
.274-
.4-6 
.253 
.oo6 
It is shown by Table XIII that, when testing for the 
instrumental program, the majority of schools had no testing 
program by which to select people for instrumental instruc-
tion but take any pupils interested in participatione 
TABLE XIII 
.. 
TESTING FOR THE INSTRUMENTAL PROGRAM 
-
Pupils Group Per 
tested I II III IV Total dent 
Grade 7 24- 14- 5 l.j. 4-7 .. 
Grade 8 24- ll 5 l.j. l.j.l.j. 
Grade 9 9 l.j. 0 2 15 
- - - -Totals 57 29 10 10 106 .14-5 
Not tested 
but promi-
sing 
Grade 7 34 12 2 2 50 
Grade 8 32 13 2 2 49 
Grade 9 13 6 1 2 22 
Totals 
--rrJ 31 5 b 121 .166 
Any 
£upil 
Grade 7 84 71 39 13 207 
Grade 8 81 65 39 13 198 
Grade 9 49 28 ll 6 94 
- -Totals 214- 164 89 32 14-99 .687 
29 
Table XIV shows the methods used by schools in teaching 
instrumental music, and whether lessons were given in private 
or in a group. It will be seen that both individual and group 
instruction were given to all three cla~ses, beginners, inter-
mediate and advanced pupils. 
Method 
Individual 
only 
Gro~ onl 
Indi"1.dual 
and roup 
Individual 
lessons 
given to: 
Begin...l'lers 
-
Inter-
mediate 
Advanced 
Group 
lessons 
given to: 
Beginners 
Inter-
mediate 
Advanced 
TABLE XIV 
INSTRUMENTAL. MUSIC: HOW TAUGHT, 
IN PRIVATE OR IN GROUPS? 
Group 
I II III IV Total. 
.. 
10 15 6 4- 35 
23 9 4- 2 4o 
69 53 32 13 172 
-
4S l+o 16 5 109 
l.J-2 37 12 4- 96 
36 25 3 4- 73 
39 36 12 g 95 
l.J-6 2E3. 12 5 91 
37 20 9 6 72 
Per 
Cent 
.14-1 
.161 
.696 
·392 
• 34-5 
.262 
.368 
·352 
.279 
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Table XV shows methods used in purchasing instruments, 
and whether all or some of the instruments were purchased by 
pupils or the school. Also is shown the rental of instrument 
plan, whether such arrangements were handled by school or 
private concern .. 
TABLE XV 
PURCHASE OF INSTRUMENTS; ARRANGEMENTS FOR RENTAL 
Purchased GrQUD .To-~a1 
by I II III IV 
... 
16 4 .. 12 6 38 Pupil - all 
Pupil - some 80 76 33 19 208 
School, . 
all 4- 0 0 1 5 
School, 
61 169 some 70 27 ll 
Rentals 
arranged 
by: 
School 32 21.!- 16 7 79 
Private 33 35 19 7 94-
On Table XVI is seen the number of school-owned instru-
mente and their worth. It was found that only an approximate 
number of instruments were owned by the schools. The approxi-
mate value of such instruments has been listed. 
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TABLE XVI 
SCHOOL-0WNED INSTRuMENTS. AND THEIR WORTH 
Group 
Number of 
instruments 
ovmed I II III IV Total 
l - 5 
6 - 10 
11 - 15 
16 - 20 
21 - 30 
311 - lk) lt - 50 . 
51- bO 
bl - 30 
100 - 200 
Value of 
instruments 
owned: 
$ l - 200 
201 - 500 
501 - 1000 
1000 - 2000 
2000 - 3000 3ooo - 4ooo 
4ooo - sooo 
5000 - bOOO· 
bOOO -12000 
$12000 -
ll 
5 
~ 
6 
l 
4 
l 
2 
2 
l 
3 
4 
3 
1 
3 
3 
1 
l 
6 
3 
3 
1 
"'i£2 ~· .4. 
6 
~ 
5 
2 
7 
8 
9 
9 
5 
~ 
5 
2 
10 
7 
5 
0 
4. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
~ 
4 
3 
2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
a 
4-
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
3 
2 
l 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
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19 
17 
7 
22 
5 
10 
4. 
'6 
7 
7 
23 
23 
18 
20 
3 
.6 
9 
4 
Table XVII shows grants and appropriations~ whether 
annual or occasional, for purchase, maintenance, and supplies. 
It will be seen that few schools had annual appropriations 
and that grants were generally occasional and were divided 
evenly between purchase and maintenance. The sources of 
these grants were mainly :from performances, although many 
came from other ~ources, such as parents' clubs, and 
foundations. 
TABLE XVII 
APPROPRIATIONS - GRANTS FOR PURCHASE 
MAINTENANCE AND SUPPLIES 
A~~ttal --· ,o ~ -
Grol:t) 
-
- .. 
-· -
--
--,.~:--::::-
32 
a:g>J;tr~]>r i.atiG>rl 
-for' - r IT · :rrr- IV' ·--~<" To1ial . ' 
P"W~a~se 
lilaiatenance 
Suppiies 
Gra:m.t s ;-
ABRtg.al 
®eeasianal 
. -
Grants f0r: 
Purel:lase -~--~-
Main:\1 ~m.ane e 
S0UF.e,es- af 
' -~-11'<.'""'' • 
granrtrst 
Music Olm"bs 
P erf0rma.n.ees 
ether 
36 lJ.l 
46 45 
44 51 
llJ. 7 
23 4€> 
19 21 
21 20 
g 17 
20 '45 
19 25 
--
11 6 i._ 9~ 
14- ~- lll+ 
14 9 118 
,.-:_--:.::;..-
lj. 2 '8.( 
2® 9 ~7 
10 1 .· 51 
--g 3 52 
-----
9 1 35 
19 4- glj. 
g 8 G® 
Table XVIII shows ratio of employment of a baton 
teacher or a drill master. Only 53 schools, it Will be seen, 
employed either a baton teacher or a drill master. 
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TABLE XVIII 
BATON TEACHER - DR:i:LL MASTER 
Instructor I--- Group Total 
employed. I II III IV 
. 
Baton teache! 22 18 2 5 47 
.. 
Drill Master 2 2 l l 6 
.. 
Paid by: 
School 7 3 l 3 14-
Pupil 17 14- 2 l 34 
Amount paid 
for lesson: 
$o .25 0 2 0 l 3 
.so 12 3 l 0 21 
·75 0 2 0 0 2 
$1.00 4 0 l 0 5 ' 
When taught: 
During school 
4-
-
hours 5 l 5 15 
After school 17 9 0 l 27 
Saturday 3 2 l 0 '6 
Evening 0 4- 0 0 4-
Table XIX is concerned with individual lessons, who paid 
for the lessons, amount paid, length of lesson, and when 
taught. 
Lessons Group 
paid by I 
Pupil 37 
School 22 
Amount paid 
for lesson: 
$0~25 l 
.50 2 
·75 l 
1.00 10 
.·.1.50 15 
2.:00 3 .. 
2.50 0 
3.00 l 
4.oo 1 
Length of 
. lesson: 
15 minutes 0 
20 II 17 
30 II 25 
45 II 0 
6o II 3 
When taught: 
During school 39 
After school 26 
Saturday 13 
Evening 0 
'TABLE XIX 
INDIVIDUAL LESSONS 
II III 
35 20 
21 12 
0 0 
s 4-
l 1 
5 4 
8 1 
4 2 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
2 0 
5 1 
20 9 
2 4 
l l 
4D 21 
19 11 
11 5 
l 0 
Total 
IV 
lj.' 96 
9 64 
0 l 
0 14 
0 3 
l 20 
1 25 
1 10 
0 1 
0 1 
0 l 
0 2 
-0 23. 
2 56 
l 7 
l 6 
9 109 
2 '58 
0 29 
0 l 
35 
Group instruction is the topic discussed on Table XX: 
who paid for the lesson, amount paid,length of lesson, and 
when it was taught. 
Instruction 
paid by 
Pupil 
School 
Amount paid 
for lesson: 
$0 .. 25 
.35 
.50 
·75 $1.00 
Length of 
lesson: 
20 minutes 
~ II II 
~ II It 
When taught: 
During school 
hours 
After school 
Saturdays 
Evenings 
TABLE XX 
GROUP INSTRUCTION 
Group 
I II III 
24 16 7 
35 33 20 
l 0 l 
~ 
2 0 0 
g 9 4-
0 3 0 g 3 2 
3 3 0 
9 7 3 
3 2 2 
10 ~ 3 4 l 
I 
I 
45 43 25 
21 9 5 
15 7 2 
1 0 0 
' Total 
-
IV 
0 47 
10 98 
0 2 
0 2 
0 21 
0 3 
0 13 
0 6 
0 19 
0 l~ 0 
0 9 
10 123 
1 36 
0 24 
0 1 ' 
Table XXI is concerned with the general music class, 
where taught, and by whom. 
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TABLE XXI 
GENERAL MUSIC - WHERE AND BY WHOM TAUGHT 
Ca:feta_ria 
Al;l.ditorium 
Gym 
All,-J?urpese 
Class room 
Stage 
Othe_r 
By·wliem 
t~l*l;lt: 
Sup ervis0r 
Musie teaeher 
Class teacher 
&r®l!lP 
t 
.. 
61 
2 
73 
7 
2 
35 
0 
l 
37 
85 
37 
;I:: I 
49 
5 . 
1+2 
g 
l 
18 
2 
4 
52 
28 
ll 
I'II IV' 
l(:) 9 
7 l 
25 1.4 
9 © 
l 0 
19 le> 
0 l 
2 2 
3~. 14 
-
1.7 .6 
7 5 
'J'e1ial 
_1.29 
-·-
15 
J 
154 
24 
4 
8.2 
3 
9 
142 
1~6 
~0 
T~ble XXII discusses the methods of grouping the 
classes together, whether in one division,'in more than one 
division, or as one entire class~ 
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TABLE XXII 
METHOD OF GROUPING'CLASSES FOR GENERAL MUSIC 
Method of Group 
grouping: I II III IV Total 
One 
d.i vision: 
Grade 7 36 23 lB 4- Bl 
Grade g 30 21 17 4- 72 
Grade 9 10 9 3 5 27 
More than one 
division: 
Grade 7 34- 19 20 g Bl 
Grade g 39 25 17 g 89 
Grade 9 36 10 l 0 4-7 
Entire 
class: 
Grade 7 66 4-3 29 17 155 
Grade g 63 33 31 16 14-3 
Grade 9 . 22 3 0 6 31 
Activities of the general music class are shown on 
Table XXIII, namely, singing, playing, listening, dancing, and 
creating~ the five-fold program as reco~ended(and used in 
this state)by the Music Educators• National Conference. 
TABLE XXIII 
ACTIVITIES OF THE GENERAL MUSIC CLASS 
' Grot~ Activities I II III IV Total 
Singing: 
Grade 7 124 84 62 26 296 
Grade 8 122 . 76 61 25 . 284 
Grade 9 7l 25. 4- 10 110 
Listening: 
Grade 7 106 76 4o 21 24-3 
Grade 8 105 70 4-2 20 237 
Grade 9 51 16 1 8 76 
Playing: 
Grade·7 4-3 33 11 5 92 
Grade 8 4-3 29 ll 5 88 
Grade 9 22 ·9 1 1 33 
Dancing: 
Grade 7 4-4 20 10 7 81 
Grade 8 42 16 9 7 74 
Grade 9 6 lj. 0 3 13 
• 
Creating: 
Grade 7 32 25 6 5 68 
Grade 8 31 25 6 5 67 
Grade 9 15 4- 0 2 21 
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On Table XXIV is indicated the equipment used in the 
general music class: basal books, records, films, and other .. 
TABLE XXIV 
EQUIPMENT USED BY THE GENERAL MUSIC CLASS 
Equipment Group 
Used I II III .IV Total 
Basal Books: 
Grade 7 121+ 81 59 26 290 
Grade 8 
-
119 75 59 25 278 
Grade 9 67 20 2 10 99 
Records: 
Grade 7 116 75 4-8 23 262 
Grade 8 lll 70 50 22 253 
Grade 9 59 18 2 8 87 
Films: 
Grade 7 53 33 16 11 113 
Grade 8 1+9 29 16 11 105 
Grade 9 26 5 1 1+ 36 
Other: 
Grade 7 15 9 0 0 24-
Grade .8 11+ 9 0 0 23 
Grade 9 4 ~- 0 0 3 
TABLE XXV 
BUDGETARY NEEDS FOR GENERAL MUSIC CLASS 
Budget Group I II III IV Total 
Provision 
made for: 
Music 81 51 43 21 196 
Books 107 77 47 24 255 
Equipment 74 61 28 17 lSO 
Supplies . 77 66 37 20 200 
On TableJOCV is indicated the groups that make provision 
for the needs of the general music class.. As listed, these 
include music, books, equipment, and supplies. It can be seen 
that the largest allotments were made for books. Music came 
next, then supplies, while the least amount of' budgetting was 
done for equipment needed by the general music classes. 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALY8IS AND TREATMENT OF DATA 
The following is a detailed analysis of the data found 
in the tables shown j,.n Chapter III of this study. These data 
were based on forme used in a Survey of Public School Music 
compiled and sent out to the public schools of Massachusetts 
by the Massachusetts State Department of Education in 1955· 
I. SCHOOL SYSTEMS 
Of the different school organization plans, the 6-3-3 
plan was most often used. There were 316 schools which 
answered the questions put in the survey, and, of these, more 
than one-third, or 120 schools, stated they used the 6-3-3 
plan; but the 3-4 plan also seemed to be widely used. A re-
view of Table I, page 16, of this study, shows that more than 
half of the city schools used the 6-3-3 plan, while the schools 
in the larger town used the 6-2-4 plan, and those in the 
smaller towns used the 3-~plan. This was probably due to 
the greater area covered by the cities and larger towns, the 
smaller towns being more centralized. 
II. NUMBER AND LENGTH OF PERIODS 
As for the number of periods per week and the length 
of the period, it was found that the majority of schools were 
- 41-
operating on a thirty-five period week or a seven-period day, 
but there were also many schools which operated on a thirty-
period week. 
4-2 
As for the length of the period, the average length was 
found to be forty minutes, but a good portion of the schools 
operated on a forty-five minute period. If we were to combine 
the information on Table II, page 17, and Table III, page 1~, 
it Would be seen that the majority of schools taught thirty-
five periods per Week, each period being of forty minutes• 
duration .. 
As a next step, scheduling; practices in relation to the 
number of periods of music taught each week were compared to 
that which had been recommended by the different music educators 
cited in Chapter II of this study. 
III. GENERAL MUSIC 
Beattie, McConathy and Morgan1 in their book have the 
following table incl:uded of a study by Grace V. Wilson.2 
Number of Minutes of Music 
Grade 7 - highest 100, low 45, average 70 
Grade ~ - highest 90, low 4-5, average 67.6 
Grade 9 - highest 104-, lo:W 45, average 73.4-
1Beattie, McConathy, and Morgan, .£12,· cit., pp -39-44 .. 
2Grace V. Wilson, 11 The Status of School Music Programs 
in Cities of 100,000 and Over, 11 (unpublished Master's thesis, 
Northwestern University, 1936). 
l .. 
2. 
3· 
4. 
?· 
6. 
1· 
8. 
Another table from the same source showed: 
Grade 7 - periods per week average 1.3 
Grade 8 - periods per week average 1.8 
The mode was one or two periods. 
Still another table from this source was as follows: 
TABLE XXVI 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL SURVEY 
Grade 7 8 9 
E R E R E R 
General Music l+6 277 56 271' 14o 135 
Ear Training 15 35 22 28 35 14-
Glee Club 214- 18 221 15 235 4-
Instrumental 
instruction 173 - 168 - 153 -
Orchestra 261 3 263 6 24o 5 
Band 138 - 138 - 131 -
Assembly Singing 6 178 6 169 6 162 
Music 
Appreciation 19 51 28 4o 35 45 
4-3 
Grade 7. General music in grade 7 was required in all 
but two of the 280 schools which completed the answers to this 
question. The majority (154) of the schools had two periods 
of general music, per week, but there were many (103) which 
offered only one period. A close look at Table IV, page 19, 
shows that schools in the cities led, with ~6 of the 119 
schools offering music periods twice a week; that the schools 
in larger to~~s were evenly divided between one and two 
periods; and that the schools in smaller tovms usually offered 
one period per week. This indicates that.some sort of a set 
minimum of music , at the state level, is needed so as to be 
sure that all pupils in the s.chools of Massachusetts should 
be sure to have a certain amount of musico 
Taking into consideration the average length of the 
period,. as listed on Table III, page 1~, as forty minutes, the 
majority of seventh grade pupils had only eighty minutes 
of music per week, while a great many of the schools offered 
only forty minutes of musico 
In the eighth grade, general music was·required in a 
large number of the schools even though, in that grade, there 
was a slight tendency to make general music an elective. For 
instance, hn the. seventh grade only two out of 2~0 schools 
taught music as an elective while, in the eighth grade there 
were 13 schools out of 263 which made general music an elective. 
This was an increase of eleven schools. 
Also in the seventh grade, 52 per cent of the schools 
had two periods a week,while 4o per cent offered one period. In 
city schools usually two periods were offered, w.hile the towns 
tended to have but one period. The average time allotment for 
eighth grade general music was from forty to eighty minutes 
per week. 
Grade 9. Having taken into consideration the number of 
schools that had pint~ grades, only the 6-3-3 and the 6-6 
systems could be counted. There was a total of 151 schools 
which probably had ninth grades but, of these, since only 72 
schools answered this question, it must be assumed that general 
music was not offered to the ninth grade 'pupils in the other 
schools. 
General Music was was an elective subject in most of the 
schools. It was taught for one period per week. 
Massachusetts' showing compared favorably in this respect 
with the results of the survey by Grace Wilson (cited on pages ~2 and 
43 of this study). This, however, was not true of time allot-
ments recommended in Chapter II. These showed a minimum of ninety 
minutes of music study for grades seven and eight, while from 
forty to eighty minutes is the rule in this state. 
IV. ELECTIVES · 
Music Appreciation .. Only eight schools in Massachus etta 
offered a course in Music Appreciation. In those schools where 
it was offered, the course was g~nerally open to ninth grade 
pupils only, was elective, and was given for one period a week. 
Choral Music. At least 57 schools offered choral music. 
In the majority of the schools these classes were open to 
the ninth grade, and were equally divided as ·to whether the 
subject was required or elective. Generally, one period a 
week was allotted for this course.. As presented on the 
questionnaire, this question may possibly have seemed am-
biguous to some educators. Many may have believed that 
choral music was a part of the general music course, hence 
accounting for their lack of r~sponse. 
Glee Club. This undoubtedly was an elective course 
in moat schoola,aince,of the 111 schools that answered this 
question, all had glee club as an elective course open to 
ali of the grades, in the majority of cases, although about 
13 per cent of _the schools offered glee club activities only 
to ninth grade pupilso 
One period a week was the trend for rehearsals of 
glee clubs in those schools which offered the course. 
Orchestra. This necessarily was an elective course 
inasmuch as those students-who participated had to play an 
instrument and, as yet, instrumental instruction is not 
required in any of the schools. The orchestra members met 
for one period a week. It was open to all grades of pupils .. 
Approximately one-third of all the scho~ls had an 
orchestra. 
Band. This course, it was f9und, followed the same 
pattern as the orchestra, that is, band was open to all 
all grades, and, in most cases, met for one period of instruc-
tion a week. 
As compared to orchestra, bands led. This may be gleaned 
from the fact that,of the schools covered, 116 had bands while 
only 98 had orchestras. 
V~ INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Only 51 schools of the 316 schools surveyed, indicated 
that they had no instrumental instruction in their music pro-
gram. This represented a very small percentage. Again, it was 
found that the school in most cities had instrumental programs, 
only 19 cities out of 135 being without. Only four out of 
the 87 larger towns reported no instrumental instruction, but 
28 of the 94 smaller town schools lacked an instrumental 
program. 
It was gratifying to find that most of the instrumental 
instruction ,was given during school hours::_,, ,rather than in the 
. 
evening or on Saturdays. This was significant,too, since it 
showed·t?at instrumental instruction has been accepted as a 
regUlar course in the scho'.ol curriculum. 
_A discouraging_feature, however, was the apparent lack 
of ideal facilities for instrumental instruct~on, few schools 
having either a music room or practice rooms. ·It was found 
that the auditorium was the space most commonly used or, 
failing that, any available room was utilized. 
l.j.g 
In some school~private teachers were employed to give 
instrumental instruction, but as a general rule, the lessons 
were given by an instrumental music teacher, or by the music 
supervisor. 
It was apparent, according· to the findings on Table 
XIII, page 28, that there was felt the lack of a testing pro-
gram for the instrumental music section of the music depart-
ments in schools. This testing program represented a phase 
of instrumental music teaching over Which there was a great 
deal of disagreement. Some educators considered that a test-
ing program was a necessity. Many others believe that if a 
student has the will to learn that was enough, and no 
testing program was necessary. In Massachusetts, instru-
mental music lessons, according to the findings of this study, 
are generally open to any pupil who is desirous of learning. 
Although data was produced to show whether or not the 
pupil had free choice of an instrument, or that some guidance 
was given to assist the pupil in making a proper selection, 
yet he probably was helped in some way to decide wisely. 
Methods of teaching, whether individually or in a 
group, are shown by th~ statistics given on Table XIV, page 
29. There were three different methods shown: individual only, 
group_ only, and individual and group. It seemed that the 
majority of schools used both the individual and the group 
method of teaching music to school children. 
Individual lessons were given at the Junior High School 
level to all three classes of instrumental music pupils, be-
ginners, intermediate and advances grades. Likewise, group 
lessons were given to these classes of music pupils. 
Purchase of instruments. In the majority of schools, 
the pupils bought their own instruments, although instruments 
were bought by the schools in some cases. 
Rental of Instruments. As to arrangements for the rental 
of instruments, it was found that private concerns, in the 
majority of cases, looked after the renting of instruments. 
School-owned Instruments. According to the statistics 
listed on Table XVI, page 31, of this study, it 1rlll be seen 
that many of the sChools owned some of the instruments needed 
for band or orchestra. About 129 schools, for instance, owned 
from 1 to 200 instrumentso While the subject of school-owned 
instruments was not taken up in detail by the writer, it is 
asstimed that such instruments represented the larger, unusual 
and percussion instruments. 
Most of the schools that owned instruments had made an 
outlay that averaged in monetary value fro, $200 to $3000. 
Some of the schools reported the value of school-owned instru-
ments even to the value of $12,000o As it was impossible to have 
discovered whether or not the entire school system was included 
in the total of instruments and their value, it must be admitted 
at this point that Table XVI, page 31, thus does not pre-
sent a true picture. 
VI. APPROPRIATIONS - GRANTS FOR PURCHASE 
MAINTENANCE AND SUPPLIES 
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The majority of schools surveyed were found to have an 
appropriation to cover the expenses of the instrumental 
music program, most of this being used mainly for supplies 
and maintenance, rather than for the purchase of needed 
instruments. 
In most cases, grants were occasional rather than 
annuai and were divided equally between the purchase and 
maintenance of instruments. Primarily, these grants came 
from performances although there were other sources, such as 
parents' clubs and foundation, which assisted greatly. Music 
clubs also played a minor role in offering gr~nts to help 
to improve the quality of the instrumental music program. 
VII. BATON TEACHERS - DRILL MASTERS 
Few of the schools, 47 to be exact, employed the ser-
vices of a baton teacher and only six schools employed a 
drill master. In the schools where such instructors were 
employed the pupil usually paid for the lesson, most often 
given after school hours although some lessons were given 
during school hours. The average amount paid by the pupil 
for a lesson was fifty cents. 
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It was apparent, when compiling the figures given on 
the tables to be found in Chapter III of this study, that the 
rank and file of school administrators looked upon baton 
twirling and drill teams as extra-curricular acti'\rities, for 
· these haye been neglected at the Junior High School level 
and have not been used as a feeder -:f\o:n the Senior High School 
groups. 
VIII. INDIVIDUAL LESSONS AND GROUP LESSONS 
It will be s~en by Table XIX, page 3~, that, according 
to the 160 sChools which answered this question, as a rule 
individual lessons were paid for by the pupil. The amount paid 
varied from fif~y cents to two dollars per lesson, although 
one dollar, or one dollar and fifty cents, was the more fre-
quent amounts paid. These lessons averaged a half hot~ and 
usually were given during school hours. 
In group instruction the school generally paid for the 
lessons, averaging fifty cents for lessons lasting from thirty 
' 
to forty-five minutes. Usually these lessons were given 
during school hom-so 
All of this is significant since it proves that in·many 
schools instrumental instruction in music is looked upon as 
a part of the regular school curriculum. 
IX. GENERAL MUSIC 
Table XXI, page 36, shows that, as in the case of 
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instrumental music instruction, there was a definite lack of 
suitable :facilities for general music classes. Most often 
used was the auditorium, next, the music room, and last, the 
class room .. 
In the absence of a lack of adequate facilities, it 
would seem difficult for any music program to function at its 
best. It is not that rooms such as the auditorium, gymnasium, 
cafetaria, and so forth, could lend themselves to poor 
program-producing as compared With a room designed expressly 
for music .. Rather, the lack of a centralized point and of 
proper facilities would tend to hamper a good five-fold pro-
gram, that of singing, listening, playing, dancing and creat-
ing, as advocated by the Music Educators• National Conference 
and by the majority of music educators. 
General Music, it was found, was taught mainly by a 
special teacher, or by the supervisor, thus showing the Junior 
High School in:flence of departmentalization. Neveretheless, 
there were still 60 schools where the class-room teacher 
taught the general music class. 
Of the three methods of grouping, it was found in the 
course of making the survey for this study, the method most 
often used was to teach general music to the entire class. 
Activities. The activities used by the general class, 
the five-fold program of singing, listening, playing, dancing 
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and creating, was surveyed. It was found that singing was the 
core of the general music program, .·the majority of the 
schools using singing as the primary or only activity, the 
next most-often-used activity used in our schools being that 
of listening. Playing, dancing 1 and creating seemed to be 
neglected in most of the schools~ 
The above statement might be better understood if Table 
XXIII; page 3~, were to be rearranged so as to be read in 
terms of grades. Take, for instance, Grade 7, and change tfie 
table to read as follows: 
The :five-fold 
program 
Grade 7_: 
Singing 
Listening 
Playing 
Dancing 
Creating 
Group 
I 
124 
106 
43 
44 
32 
II. 
~4 
76 
33 
20 
25 
III IV Total 
62 26 296 
4o 21 243 
11 5 92 
10 7 ~1 
6 5 6~ 
It can be readily seen tl:J..at there was a great amount 
of activity in singing. Then it dropped to where there was 
less listening, another drop for playing, leas for dancing, 
and even less for creating. Only 6~ schools used creating 
as an actiVity as compared to four-fi:fths of the schools 
using singing. 
Equipment used in general music classes. Among the 
the general music classes in the schools surveyed, there 
seemed to be a sad lack of needed equipment, such as basal 
books, records, films, and other, with which to build up a 
five-fold program. Combining the facts found on Table XXIII, 
page 38, with that presented on Table XXIV, page 39, it was 
found that singing dominated the general music program, 
with listening nexto This was because the majority of 
schools had basal books and records, but fewer schools used 
films or other aids in the music program. 
Budget. On Table XXV, page 4o, concerned with the 
school budget, it was found that books represented the 
greatest amount of e.xpendi ture for the music program. How-
ever, music, equipment and supplies also appeared. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMM-ENDATIONS 
1. Suinmary and Conclusions 
1. It was found that of the different plans of school 
organization, the schools in Massachusetts generally used 
the 6-3-3 plan, especially in the city schools. The schools 
in the larger towns most generally used the 6-2-4 plan, 
and those in the smaller to1qns the 8-4 plan. 
2~ The most frequent number of periods in our schools 
was thirty-five or a seven-period day. These periods averaged 
forty minutes each~ 
3. In grades 7 and g general music was required in 
practically all of the schools. Usually there were two 
periods a week given to this subject in city schools. In 
town schools the average period.was one a week. 
4. A decrease in general music was shown in the ninth 
grade. The majority of schools offered it as an elective, with 
one period of instruction per week. 
5. The so-called elective courses in Music Apprecia-
tion,Choral Music, glee club, orchestra and band were also 
studied. 
6. Music Appreciation had only eight schools listing it 
as a course. As a rule it was open to the ninth grade, ·the 
class meeting once a week. 
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7 .. Only 52 schools scheduled choral musico It was evenly 
divided between being required and elective, and met once a 
week. 
g. Of the vocal electives, most interest was shown in 
glee club, with 111 schools offering the course. It was open 
generally to all grade~ and met once a week. 
9. Participation in orchestra was elective in one-third 
of the schools (ioo). It was open to all grades, and met once 
a week .. 
10. There were 116 schools With bands. The course was 
elective, open to all grades, .and met once a week. 
11. Only 51 schools indicated no program in instrumental 
music. Generally it was given durin~ school hours, and by 
. teachers of instrumental musieo 
12. There was found to be an apparent lack of ~ central-
ized mUEic ~' instruction being given in the auditorium. 
13 There was shown to be a lack of a testing program 
for selection of students of instrumental music, the trend 
being to let any student who was desirous of learning take 
part .in the program. 
14. Both indi 1.ridua.1 and group lessons were offered in 
60 per cent of the schoolso Lessons were given to beginners, 
intermediate and advanced pupUs in both individual and 
group plans o 
15. The majority of instruments were purchased by the 
pupil, but the schools did· furnish some of these. · 
16. Rental of instruments was usually arranged by 
private cone erns • 
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17. It was found that many of the schools owned instru-
ments. At least 129 schools owned from one to 200, the mone-
tary value of which averaged from $200 to f3,000. 
lEL Most school.s had an annual appropriation for the 
instrumental music program. This ·was used primarily for 
supplies and maintenance, although some .schools also used.it 
for the purchase of instruments. 
19. Grants, generally.oceasional., were used for purchase 
and maintenance. They were generally obtained from perform= 
ances. 
20. Baton teachers and drill masters were few at the 
Junior High School level .. In the schools that empl.oyed either 
a baton teacher or a drill master, the p~il paid an average 
fee of fifty cents per lesson that was taught after school. 
21. In individual lessons the pupil usually paid an 
average of $1.50 per lesson of one half hour given during 
school hours. 
22. Group lessons were generally paid for by the school 
and given during school hours. 
23. The general music classes as a rule were taught in 
the auditorium. Only 129 schools had a music room; and, as in 
the case of instrumental music instruction, there was found 
to be a lack of facilities for a sound music program. 
24-. General music was taught most- often by a special 
teacher, or by the music_ supervisor .. 
25~Singing and listening were the two activities most 
often used in general music classes while playing,dancing, 
and creating, wgich would have rounded out the five-fold 
prqgram suggested by the Music Educators• Natj}onal Confer-
ence, were found to be lacking in most schools. 
26. When equipment used for the general music class was 
surveyed, there was found to be a lack,-basal books and 
records being extensively used while films and other aids 
were left out of the program, or neglected. 
27. The majority of the schools had some provision in 
the budget for music, music books, supplies and equipment. 
1~ Recommendations 
In the light of the foregoing information, it woUld 
seem as though certain procedures ·might be of use in helping 
to build up a more sound music program in the schools of 
Massachusetts. The writer, therefore, offers the follo~d.ngr 
suggestions as a means 0~ effecting such ends: 
1. The establishment of state requirements as to 
minimum time allotments for general music. In the course of 
this survey the writer of this study became convinced that 
there should be a minimum allotment of 90 minutes, taught 
in two or more periods~ 
2. More elective courses should be made available to 
students of the dif~erent grades so as to 'be able to fulfil 
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one of the educational purposes of the Junior High School, that 
is: to develop more systematically the individuality o~ its 
boys and girls. These elective courses would provide for ex-
ploratory experiences, allow ror individual differences, and 
help in socialization. 
3. Music should be required in grades 7 and S, while at 
least one elective should be required of ninth grade pupils9 
4o Instrumental music, with lessons free to all pupils 
and taught by qualified instructors, during school hours, 
should be added to the curriculum of each schoolo 
5. Band and orchestra should be schedulated to meet for 
at least two periods a week. 
6. Schools should purchase more instruments, not only 
the larger and less known" ones but also some of the more popu-
lar instruments. These could be used to_ assist beginning pupils 
in the selection of the proper instruments without entailing 
a great expense to their parents. 
7• There should be a music room provided in all schools, 
a room that is fully equipped to perform its function. 
S. All music classes in the Junior High School should be 
4ll taught by a special music teacher or music supervisor. 
9. General music classes should consist of more than 
just singing and listening.Creating, dancing, and playing 
10. Though there is nothing said in the survey as to 
methods to be used in teaching music, yet great thought 
should be expended on the unitary method and in tieing in 
with the other subjects or the curriculum. 
6o 
11. Provision should be made in the budget for the 
purchase of music and must reference books for the library. 
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